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December 23. The Duke of Albcmarle now told me some things in relation to the present affairs, which surprised me extremely. Some gentlemen had been lately attempted upon in the street: one had a powder thrown in his eyes, that made him lose his sight; another had his throat cut by two men;—neither of these giving the least provocation; and the Duke of Albemarlc was met by a gentleman and threatened as he passed in a chair.
December 26. It was whispered that the King would prorogue th.e Parliament till May, and 'twas certainly better so to do, than to let it meet at, the time except his Majesty had resolved to comply in some expedient for satisfying both Houses in the matter of Popish officers; which was so far from being done that some others were lately received into military employment. The Bishop of London, brother to the late Earl of Northampton, and of the Privy Council, a sober and learned prelate, was put out of the said Council for a speech he made in the Lords' House the last session concerning the Popish officers ; though I was told by the Archbishop of York that lie spoke it with all the respect imaginable to the King. Others said the reason was Ms being industrious to preserve the Princess Anne of Denmark in the Protestant religion, whom there were some endeavours to gain to the Church of Eome.
December 30. I dined with my Lord Chancellor and complimented him upon some civilities I told him I hoped I had received from him, and particularly for the King's kindness to me, which I attributed to his character of me in some measure (though I was not very much persuaded he was my friend to that degree, but the way to make friends at Court is to pretend you think them so already). He took it very kindly, said he had rather do me a courtesy than tell me he had done it, that he always esteemed me since lie knew me, had always heard well of me, especially as to the King's service, and had not